
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/631,810 


08/03/2000 


Thomas Mac Kay 


72167.000221 


9141 



7590 



10/25/2006 



21967 

HUNTON & WILLIAMS LLP 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DEPARTMENT 
1900 K STREET, N.W. 
SUITE 1200 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006-1109 



EXAMINER 



PATEL, JAGDISH 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3693 

DATE MAILED: 10/25/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

V 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summsrv 

mtmw m m m mm* ^mf m • ^m* mm mm m m ^mw mm ■■■■■■ mm m W 


Application No. 

09/631,810 


Applicant(s) 
MACKAYET AL 


Examiner 

JAGDISH PATEL 


Art Unit 

3693 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 August 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-152 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 113-115.118-135 and 153-158 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) [3 Claim(s) 1-112.116.117 and 136-144 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 144-152 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of 'nfo™al Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In view of the Appellant's brief filed on 8/4/05 PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following two 
options: 

(f) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 
(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 
1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains more than 1 50 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 . 126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
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must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

In communication dated 6/24/03 the applicant have provisionally elected Claims 1-112, 
116-117 and 136-152 for prosecution. 

Accordingly, claims 1 13-1 15,1 18-135 and 153-158 have been withdrawn from further 
consideration. 

Please provide a corrected list of claims showing the status of all pending claims 
including those claims withdrawn as non elected claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 
4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 144-152 are rejected as non-statutory subject matter under 35 USC § 101 because the 
claimed invention is inoperative and therefore lacks utility. 

As per claim there is no computer or a processor to impart functionality to the system 
elements. The claimed invention comprises of set of databases, display and software modules. 
However, in absence of a computing element, the system as a whole cannot produce useful, 
concrete and tangible result and therefore lack utility. 

The examiner suggest amending the claim to include a processor in communication with 
a memory device which stores the recited elements of the system. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-1 12, 1 16-1 17 and 136-152 are allowed over prior art, subject to correction 
required to overcome 35 USC § 101 rejection. 

Reasons for Allowance 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claimed inventions relate to computerized workflow management and operational 
support for persons engaged in complex business or other processes. It has particular utility in 
supporting operations by financial organizations serving as trustees for securitizations, i.e., 
financial instruments such as Mortgage-Backed Securities (MBS), and other Asset-Backed 
Securities (ABS) or other financing arrangements involving debt instruments for which 
periodic valuation and distribution computations, disbursements and reporting must be set up 
and executed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammel can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 3693 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




<Fagdish N. Patel 
(Primary Examiner, AU 3693) 



10/23/06 



